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In the west of Ceram boys at puberty are admitted to The
the Kakian   association.1     Modern writers  have  commonly
regarded this association as primarily a political league in- in Ceram.
stituted to resist foreign domination.     In reality its objects
are purely religious and social, though it is possible that the
priests may have occasionally used their powerful influence
for political ends.    The society is In fact merely one of those
widely-diffused primitive institutions, of which a chief object
is the initiation of young men.     In recent years  the true
nature of the association has been duly recognized by the
distinguished Dutch ethnologist, J. G. F. Riedel.    The Kakian
house is an oblong wooden shed, situated under the darkest
trees in the depth of the forest, and is built to admit so little
light that it is impossible to see what goes on in it     Every
village has such a house.    Thither the boys who are to be The rite of
initiated are conducted blindfold, followed by their parents '^^ of
and relations.     Each boy is led by the hand by two men, killing the
who  act  as  his  sponsors  or guardians,  looking after him novices*
during  the period of initiation.    When all are assembled
before the shed, the high priest calls aloud upon the devils.
Immediately a hideous uproar is heard to proceed from the
shed.     It is made by men with bamboo trumpets, who have
been secretly introduced into the building by a back door,
but the women and children think it is made by the devils,
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